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King Assassinations 


:• By Mary Buiiell 

Wathinnon P#»t **aff Wri*fr 

The House created a select commit, 
tee yesterday to investigate the a?saa- 
•inationi of President John*F. Ken- 
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

* The 12-member committee, estab- 
lished-on a 250-to W vote, will be 
haeded by Hep. Thomas Downing (D- ' 
Va.) for the remainder of this Con- 
gress. Speaker Carl AJbert (DOkla.) 
wld. Downing, however. Is retiring, 
ind Rep, Henry B. Gonzalez (DTex.l. 
with Downing a prime sponsor of the 
committee; is expected to become 
chairman in the new session next Jan- 
uary.- 

Downing said he would ask for 
$250000 to get the committee started 
and hire staff, but Hep. Frank Thomp- 
son (D-N.J.V chairman of the House 
Administration Committee which 
must authorize the funds, indicated 
yesterday he might be reluctant to ap- 
prove that amount. 4 
Because the select committee ex- 
pires at the end of this year and will 
have to be re established by the House 
next year. It should wait until then for 
funding. Thompson said. 

Downing said the committee would 
net. hold public hearings before the 
Nov. 2 elections, to avoid charges of 
capitalizing politically on the Investl- 
gatlon. but be «*»') it m ?ht hold some 
closed hearings 'In order t /preserve • 
testimony.** * . . 

i *g? } o at the 
.Kennedy. n^imvion. he aal’d. 
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Are revelations by the congressional 
intelligence committees that informa-, 
tion about CIA attempts to kill Cuban 
Premier Fidel Castro was withheld 
from the Warren commission, •the 
murder of two Mafia members en- 
listed by the CIA to help assassinate 
Castro, and the destruction of notes 
on Kennedy’s autopsy and a note bv 
assassin Lee Haney Oswald to a 
member of the FBI. 

The commission headed bv chief 
Justice Earl Warren investigated the 
assassination of Kennedy in Dallas 
•nd concluded that Oswald acted 
alone. 

But Downing laid yesterday. **1 ani 
convinced there wai a conspiracy in- 
volved. I do not know the ld»nt!tv o( 
the conspirator! or their motive!. 
That should be Investigated In depth - 

Downing promised -to engage in no 
«• Icii-humi", and "not b'.ame those 
who may have made mistake* in the 
original lovestijation." 

Rep B. F. Sisk fD-Callf.) rilled the 
planned Investigation a waste of tax- 
payer.' money to satisfy -the melodra- . 
matic desire of the morbid to create 
an incident." # • 

Though Downing and Gonzalez se» 
out more than a year ago to create the 
committee, they were going nowhere 
until they received a push from mem* 
be: so; the Congressional Black Caif. 
cus. who felt they had received "new 
Information" In the 1903 killing of 
Martin Luther King Jr. that called for A 
invcst : gat!du. ** 
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D.C. Del. iVaiter Fauntroy and Rep. 

tliVnhp inf Url ' e f onfirmod 

inrt iv lnfo . rma,,on "mo from writer 
and TV producer Abby Mann, who Is 
working on a documentary on Kins’* 
aeath. and from writer Mark rV n a 

Comm- **1* flrFl ,0 doubt Warren 

Commission conclusions. 

Reportedly the information hag 
been known since 19GS but never In- 
vestig^ted by the FBI. V 

It deals with the removal of King** ' 

*horHv , K C r Urity u Ch,?f fr0m his fld9 
fhortl> before he was kUled in Mom- 

phis, and the sudden transfer of two 
fmomen from the firehouse 
aero. i the street from the motel 
where King was staying and was shot. 

Edward Kedditt. in charge 0 f feru . 
rity for King, was ordered »o go ho m e 
about 4 p m. on the dav of Kin?-* 
death, because of a reported attempt 
on tbe life of Redditt’s family. ™ 
The order was atribmed to Mem- 
phis Fire and Police Director Frank 
C. Holloman, who had worked for the 
# , B - *?/ 25 - vearf - P ar L of the time in 
the office of the late Director J. Edgar 
Hoover who had tapped King’s phone 
and ordered surveillance of the civil 
rights leader. • . .... . . 

Floyd Newsum.* one of the black 
f bemcn abruptly transferred from the 
fire station across from the motel 
said he had attended a King rally in 
Memphis and. Ihough he publiclv told 
of the transfer at the time, says be 
was never interviewed by the FBI ^ 
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